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Coming out of retirement during pandemic, 
Seattle nurse fills an urgent need 
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Inslee says 
‘noise’ from 
Trump isn’t 
a distraction 


COVID-19 | King 
County threatens 


Nurse Carolyn Grant, left, retired at the end of December, but she was persuaded to come back to work for UW Medical Center to help 
coordinate coronavirus testing. She works here with Faith Reyes to plan the day at the Northgate testing station. 


By EVAN BUSH 
Seattle Times staff reporter 
arolyn Grant, 63, a retired regis- 
tered nurse, was sitting com- 
fortably in her favorite chair 
beside the fireplace when her 
phone buzzed at 2 p.m. on 
March 11 with a fresh text message: Could 
she come back to work? 

UW Medical Center was searching for 
recently retired employees to bolster its ranks 
as the outbreak of coronavirus stretched 
hospital staff thin, and Grant’s former boss 
was asking her to step back into the saddle 
and help run the medical system’s COVID-19 
testing program. 

“Wow, I have to think about that,” Grant 
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Editor’s note: These are the first stories in a periodic series called Stepping Up, 
highlighting moments of compassion, duty and community in uncertain times. 
Have a story we should tell? Send it via email to newstips@seattletimes.com 
with the subject “Stepping Up.” 


said of her reaction to the message. “This is 
serious times, and I’m past 60.” 

Public Health - Seattle & King County con- 
siders people over the age of 60 to be an 
especially vulnerable group to severe disease 
if infected with the virus that causes 
COVID-19. 

What would this mean for her family? 
Was she putting herself at risk? How could 
she help? 
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breaking quarantine 


By DANIEL BEEKMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

President Donald Trump’s 
negative remarks about Wash- 
ington Gov. Jay Inslee as the state 
and nation respond to the novel 
coronavirus pandemic “haven’t 
knocked us off our game at all,” 
Inslee said Saturday at the site of 
a field hospital the U.S. Army is 
setting up inside a Seattle event 
center. 

The governor has clashed with 
Trump in recent days over the 
federal government’s response to 
the crisis, trading comments and 
tweets as Inslee has urged the 
president to provide states with 
more aid and equipment. 

“None of us here are being 
distracted by the background 
noise that might come out of the 
White House,” Inslee said ata 
news conference at CenturyLink 
Field Event Center with Seattle 
Mayor Jenny Durkan, King Coun- 

See > HOSPITAL, A13 
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For all our coronavirus coverage, 
including live updates, go to 
st.news/coronavirus 
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As surgeries 
are delayed, 
patients wait 
with anxiety, 
some in pain 


By HAL BERNTON 
Seattle Times staff reporter 


Also, she wondered: “How are you going to 
feel if you say no?” 

These are desperate times. Hospital admin- 
istrators are scrambling to supply employees 
with protective gear, find ventilators and 
clear hospital space for a possible surge of 
COVID-19 patients. Waves of patients in other 
parts of the world, like Italy and Wuhan, 
China, overwhelmed health care systems. 

See > NURSE, A13 In December, Christine Ray- 
burn detected a painful lump in 


High school’s food pantry moves 
to coffee shop to help feed the community 


By NICOLE BRODEUR 
Seattle Times staff reporter 
Two days after Cleveland High School 
closed on March 11, when teachers and staff 
were allowed access to clean out their rooms, 
Ray Morales suddenly remembered the food 
— the pantry, supplied by the YWCA and 
available to any student who needed it. 
Morales, who has been Cleveland’s assis- 
tant principal for six years, knew that the 
pantry — filled with 


RESTAURANTS feed trail mix, dried fruit 


medical workers, and nonperishables 
those in need > E1 like oatmeal — had 
F just been replen- 
DISTILLERIES pivot ished, and filled a 
to making hand crucial need for 
sanitizer > E3 students who need- 


edasnack, a meal or 
something to eat over the weekend. 

“The food pantry items always go,” Mo- 
rales said. “And the thing is, it’s for every- 
body. Just because a student doesn’t qualify 
for free-and-reduced lunch doesn’t mean 
they come from well-off families, just that 
they don’t meet the requirements. 

“It’s open for everybody,” he said. “As it 

See > PANTRY, A12 
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Luis Rodriguez, owner of The Station on Beacon Hill, has donated space in his coffee 
shop for Cleveland High School’s food bank during the coronavirus outbreak. 
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her right breast that biopsies 
would later show included two 
different types of cancer. One 
had invaded her lymph nodes. 

Rayburn and her doctors set- 
tled on a plan. First, surgery to 
remove the tumor was scheduled 
for March 20 at Providence St. 
Peter Hospital in Olympia. Then, 
chemotherapy. 

Two days before the opera- 
tion, Rayburn got disturbing news 
from her surgeon. The procedure 
had been postponed due to the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

“I actually burst into tears and 
started crying,” Rayburn said. “I 
really wanted that cancer out ... I 
felt like I was being sacrificed ... 
for the good of the people.” 

Rayburn is one of many Ameri- 
cans whose surgical procedures, 
tests and examinations have 
been canceled as part of the 
broader response to the rapidly 
unfolding crisis. These disrup- 
tions represent a huge but largely 

See > SURGERIES, A11 
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